
​ ​ ​ ​ Annual HMHRI Research Symposium 2024 
 
Date: June 4, 2024 

Agenda  
 

Time Speaker Title  

8:00 - 8:30 Registration  
Breakfast  

8:30 - 8:45 Robert Garrett, FACHE 
Chief Executive Officer,  
Hackensack Meridian Health 
 
Jeffrey R. Boscamp, MD 
President and Dean   
Robert C. and Laura C. Garrett 
Distinguished Dean's Chair 
Hackensack Meridian School of 
Medicine 
 
David S. Perlin, PhD 
CSO/EVP and Professor 
Center for Discovery and 
Innovation 
 
Moderator:  
Ihor Sawczuk, MD, FACS 
President Academics, Research & 
Innovation,  
Founding Chair, Research Institute, 
HMH 
Associate Dean of Clinical 
Integration Professor and Chair 
Emeritus of Urology, HMSOM 

Opening Remarks  

8:45 - 10:15 Topics in AI and Digital Health 
 
Moderator:Benjamin Schleich, PhD, MS, MBA, CPPS, LSSBB, DSHS  
Principal Analytics, Digital Technology Services  
Assistant Professor of Medical Sciences, HMSOM 

8:45 - 9:05 Gary Kwok, PhD  
Assistant Member, CDI 

Digital Health Interventions To Improve 
Psychosocial And Quality-Of-Life 
Outcomes Among Adult And Young 
Adult Cancer Survivors 

9:05 - 9:25 Bryan Pilkington, PhD 
Professor, Bioethics 
Department, HMSOM 

Digital Health and ChatGPT: Ethics, 
Research, and the Future 

9:25 - 9:45 Charles E. Binkley, MD, FACS, Ensuring Ethics: Using AI for Pioneering 
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HEC-C 
Director of Bioethics, Central 
Region 
Associate Professor of Surgery, 
Hackensack Meridian School of 
Medicine 

Clinical Research 

9:45 - 10:15 Panel Discussion 

10:15 - 10:30  Break  

10:30 - 11:00 Faiz Y. Bhora, MD, FACS 
Professor and Regional Chairman 
of Surgery 
Director, Advanced Lung and 
Airway Center and Chief of 
Thoracic Surgery 

Tracheal Bioengineered Grafts- From 
Bench to Bedside- and Rising from 
Tragedy 

11:00 - 11:30 Yukiko Kimura, MD  
Chief, Division of Pediatric 
Rheumatology 
Professor of Pediatrics, HMSOM  

Improving Outcomes in Childhood 
Arthritis by Comparing the Effectiveness 
of Initial Treatment Strategies: The 
STOP-JIA Study 

11:30 - 12:00 Stanley R. Terlecky, PhD  
Vice Dean of Research and 
Medical Sciences,  
Professor and Chair, Department 
of Medical Sciences, HMSOM 
 
Elli Gourna Paleoudis, PhD 
Director, Investigator Initiated 
Research Program and Support 
Services, HMHRI | Assistant 
Professor | Medical Sciences 
Department, HMSOM 

Racial And Ethnic Reporting And 
Representation In NJ Clinical Trials  

12:00 - 12:45  Networking Lunch  

12:45 - 2:00 Topics in Behavioral Health  
 
Moderator: Gary Small, MD 
Chair of Psychiatry, HUMC 
Behavioral Health Physician-in-Chief 
H. Hovnanian Family Foundation Chair 
Professor and Chair of Psychiatry & Behavioral Health, HMSOM 

12:45 - 1:00 Heather Derry-Vick, PhD  
Assistant Member, CDI, CPPCI  
Assistant Professor, Dept of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Health, 
HMSOM 

Adapting A Behavioral Intervention To 
Address Anxiety While Awaiting Cancer 
Scans 
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1:00 - 1:15 Harpreet Pall, MD, MBA, CPE 
Academic Chair and Professor, 
Department of Pediatrics, HMSOM  
Chair, Department of Pediatrics 
K. Hovnanian Children’s Hospital  
Regional Chair, Pediatrics 

Redesign Of Children's Mental Health 
Systems Should Meet Needs Of 
Adolescents With Chronic Conditions   

1:15 - 1:30 Rocel Besa, PhD, RN, CV-BC, 
NPD-BC, CNE 
Magnet Program Director, JSUMC 

Effect Of Nature-Themed Recharge 
Room On Healthcare Workers' Level Of 
Stress And Anxiety 

1:30 - 2:00 Panel Discussion 

2:00 - 2:45 Awardee Presentations from SOM Research Day and Resident/Fellow 
Research Day 

2:00 - 2:15 Nicole Jenkins, DO 
Resident, OBGYN, JSUMC 
 
Mentor: Scott W. Smilen, MD 

Prevalence of Overactive Bladder 
Symptoms after Polyacrylamide 
Hydrogel Injection in Patients with 
Mixed Urinary Incontinence 

2:15 - 2:30 Qilin Cao, M2 
HMSOM Student 
 
Mentor: Aziz Merchant, MD, FACS  

Demographics and Socioeconomic 
Disparities in Acute Pancreatitis 
Stratified by Etiology  

2:30 - 2:45 Mai Hatazaki, M2 
HMSOM Student 
Russell Seth Martins, MD 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Division of Thoracic Surgery 
 
Mentor: Faiz Y. Bhora, MD, FACS  

Retinoid Acid: A Silver Bullet in the 
Adjunctive Management of Tracheal 
Stenosis  

2:45 - 3:00  Barry Kreiswirth, PhD 
Director, Member Scientist, CDI 

Closing Remarks  

 
 
The event will be moderated by: ​ Tamara Friedman, PhD 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Manager, Research Communications and Education 

ORA at the HMHN Research Institute  
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Elli Gourna Paleoudis, PhD  

Director, Investigator-Initiated Research Program and Support 
Services | ORA at the HMHN Research Institute  
Assistant Professor | Medical Sciences Department, HMSOM  


